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We face similar funding issues



-
-
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We have similar goals



76%
of education reporters report their beat 

consists of all education, not just higher ed.

Overworked and underpaid



Median Salary: $55,000

But full-time male education journalists 
make about $3,000 a year more than 

their female counterparts.



The typical American education 
journalist is a 36-year-old white 

woman with 11 years in journalism.



GENDER 

Education 
Journalists

Journalists 
as a whole

Male
Female29

71% 62%

38%



RACE/ETHNICITY

Education 
Journalists

Journalists 
as a whole

Nonwhite
White only, 
not Hispanic

22%

78%

9%

91%



THE EDUCATION BEAT FACES CHALLENGES
Too many education-related responsibilities 
leaves me little time for in-depth reporting 

Coworker/supervisors lack expertise to 
guide my education journalism 

Audience analytics create pressure for me 
to ignore important education stories 

Responsibility for working on topics other 
than education leaves me little time for 
in-depth educational journalism

65%

46%

38%

35%





The news organization with which I am most 
closely associated does not value education 
journalism

I find myself covering or supervising coverage of 
education-related topics I don’t fully understand

Educational leaders are uncooperative or 
hostile to me

I find it difficult to get in-person access to 
schools and campuses

33%

23%

20%

15%

THE EDUCATION BEAT FACES CHALLENGES



TOP STORIES FOR 2016-17 

Student testing

Budgets and Funding

Race, (in)equality, and 
demographic changes

Reform and changes to 
state or local policies

School Choice

20%

20%

11%

10%

8%
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