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Lumina Foundation



Lumina Foundation

• Independent private foundation 
• National focus
• Based in Indianapolis
• Committed to making opportunities for learning beyond 

high school available to all



Goal 2025

To increase the proportion of Americans with  
degrees, certificates and other high-quality 
credentials to 60 percent by 2025.



A Stronger Nation Over the Years





A Stronger Nation:  Today



















How do we get 
there?
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The Goal



The Numbers

• Create a model to get to 60% by 2025 based on all credentials 
(degrees, certificates and other high quality credentials)

• Reduce attainment gaps
• Use nationally available data
• Produce annual targets by race/ethnicity and age for:

• Enrollment 
• Persistence
• Completion
• Attainment



The Numbers

Estimated Population in the US in 2025:
175,664,097*

*Those 25-64



The Numbers

Estimated Population in the US in 2025:

175,664,097

60% = 
105,398,458*

*Those 25-64



The Numbers

Estimated Population in 2025: 175,664,097

60% of the Population: 105,398,458

# of Credentials in 2025
Current degree holders 18-54 57,377,508
Current certificate holders 18-54 7,415,582
New credentials by 2025 24,192,719 
2025 Credential Holders 88,985,808

(50.7%)



The Numbers

So how many additional credentials must be 
produced to reach Goal 2025?

105,398,548 
– 88,985,808
=16,412,650



The Plan

Total 25-64 year olds in 2025 175.7 million

Total 25-64 year olds with a degree or high-quality certificate in 2025 - 89.0 million

Total opportunity population = 86.7 million 



The Plan: The Opportunity Populations

Who makes up the 86.7 M?

• Traditional-Aged Students 24.2M
Students between the ages of 16 and 24

• Returning Adult Students 18.6M
Adults who have attended college but not obtained a degree or other credential

• Adults with No Postsecondary Education 43.8M
Adults with no recognized postsecondary education beyond high school



The Plan: The Target Populations

2025 Goal 105,400,000
Credential Holders in 2025 89,000,000
Additional Traditional-Aged 4,800,000 (20%)

Additional Returning Adults 6,100,000 (33%)

Additional Adults No Recognized 
Training or Credential

5,500,000 (13%)

Recognized Credentials by 2025 105,400,000



Getting to the Goal: Who

Opportunity Populations

Traditional
-aged 
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Adults with 
Training no 
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Training



The Plan: Priorities for Action (PFAs)

• Student Success
• Transparent Credentials
• Competency-Based Learning
• First Credentials for Adults
• Quality Assurance



Getting to the Goal: How

Opportunity Populations
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Getting to the Goal: The Work

Opportunity Populations

Traditional
-aged 
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Training

Priorities for Action

Scaling 
Affordable 
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Credentials

Competency-
based 

Learning

First 
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for Adults

Quality 
Assurance

Federal Policy; Finance; International Engagement; Learning Infrastructure; Lumina 
Impact Ventures; Metrics; Quality Assurance; Research; Stakeholder Engagement; State 

Policy; Strategic Communications; Talent Pathways; Worker/Employer Engagement
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Roadmap to Goal 2025: Reducing the 16.4M 



Projected Postsecondary Attainment



Opportunity Populations
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Opportunity Populations
• Traditional-Aged Students
• Adults – Some Training, No Credential
• Adults – No Recognized Training, No Credential



Coming Attractions

• Progression Metrics (Enrollment, Persistence, Completion)
• Role of Nondegree Credentials: Certifications, Apprenticeships, etc.
• Predictive Model for States
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