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Introduction to 
RIOPC & RILDS



Introduction

• Rhode Island Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner (RIOPC)

o Coordinating board for Community College of Rhode Island and Rhode Island College

o University of Rhode Island established its own governing board in early 2020

o Three education centers

o Rhode Island Longitudinal Data System (RILDS) Center became a unit at RIOPC in 2023
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The Rhode Island Longitudinal Data System (RILDS) is…
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…. A longitudinal data system (LDS) that collects and maintains detailed, high-quality, student- and staff-level data that are 

linked across entities and over time, providing a complete academic and performance history for each student. Key 

Features of a longitudinal data system:

Data Collection

LDSs collect data from various 

sources, including early 

childhood education, K-12, 

postsecondary education, and 

workforce agencies.

Data Linking

They link data across different 

entities and over time, creating 

a unified record for each 

individual.

Data Accessibility

LDSs make data accessible 

through reporting and 

analysis tools, allowing 

researchers, policymakers, 

and educators to analyze 

trends and patterns.

Privacy and Security 

LDSs must prioritize data 

privacy and security, ensuring 

that individual information is 

protected and used 

responsibly.
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What does the Rhode Island LDS do?
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The RILDS links data across state agencies to provide a comprehensive and longitudinal view 

of individuals' education & workforce outcomes, enabling better decision-making and improved 

outcomes for Rhode Islanders.

✓ Foster Care

✓ Juvenile Justice

✓ Enrollment

✓ Courses

✓ Assessments

✓ Adult Education

✓ Postsecondary Enrollment 

(NSC)

DCYF

Rhode Island 

Department of Children, 

Youth & Families 

RIDE

Rhode Island Department 

of Elementary & 

Secondary Education

RIOPC

Rhode Island Office of the 

Postsecondary 

Commissioner

DLT

Rhode Island Department 

of Labor & Training

✓ Public Higher Education 

Enrollment, Courses, 

Completions 

✓ RIC

✓ CCRI

✓ URI

✓ Non-Degree Credentials

✓ Wage & Unemployment 

Insurance

✓ Registered Apprenticeship

✓ RI Training programs

Special Projects

Department of Health (RIDOH)

Department of Human Services (DHS) 
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Building a Statewide Longitudinal Data System
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1992

Information Group 

at ProvPlan 

established to 

support data-

informed decision 

making across RI

Embedded within state 

government to strengthen 

partnerships and align with 

PK–20 priorities.

Rhode Island begins 

development of a statewide 

integrated data system with 

SLDS grant support.

URI acquires DataSpark 

and RI DataHUB, 

continuing development 

under University Libraries.

Additional SLDS and 

WDQI grants awarded 

to enhance education 

and workforce data 

integration.

Founding 

Vision

SLDS Begins under 

Federal IES SLDS Grant
RILDS Center at 

RIOPCURI Acquisition

System Expansion 

under US DOL 
WDQI Grant 

2009

Rhode Island Longitudinal 

Data System Act passed; 

system renamed and 

relocated to RIOPC.

RILDS Codified 

by State Law
2023+

Technical amendments to 

RILDS Legislation, RILDS 

operates under updated 

statutory authority, enabling 

stronger cross-sector data 

integration and research.

RIIDS Technical 

Revisions to State Law

2025

ProvPlan 1992-2017 University of Rhode Island 2017-2023 RI Office of Postsecondary Commissioner est. 2023

2012

2017

2023
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RILDS Governance Structure
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Executive Governance (RIIDS est. 2025)

Strategic oversight & Policy Setting for RI Integrated Data 

System

Data Stewards

Data Contributing Agency Representatives responsible for 

data quality & interpretation 

RILDS Data Governance Committee

Operational execution of policies and management of data 

access

RILDS Data Governance Board

RI IDS Executive Board

Statewide Data Stewards
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Dashboards & 
Data Resources
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RI Talent Dashboard

• Multi-State Agency Partnership

• Launched in 2019

• Designed for public consumption

• Goal: Showcase trajectories across 

the P20W continuum

• Catalyst for other projects
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New Entries to Public IHEs
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CIP to SOC: Undersupplied Occupations
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Affordability Mechanisms

• Comprehensive review of ROI

• 8 programs under review

• 10+ years of scholarship provision

• RIOPC

o Manages and disburses funds

• RILDS

o Links data on student trajectories
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RI Climate Dashboard

• Released October 2025

• Comprehensive Tableau dashboard 

on climate initiatives in RI

• 'Green' fields of study and degrees 

awarded



CONTACT

Andrea Spargo, Research Specialist, RIOPC 

andrea.spargo@riopc.edu

Sarah Cote, Assistant Director, RILDS 

sarah.cote@riopc.edu 
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Appendix
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Rhode Island Longitudinal Data System

Rhode Island Longitudinal Data System Data Governance Policy

Rhode Island Longitudinal Data System Data Request & Release Policies

Rhode Island Longitudinal Data System Data Quality & Metadata Policies

Rhode Island Climate Change Dashboard
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https://rilds.org/
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/99145047-b284-40fd-89bf-b44e6c93590d/downloads/Data%20Governance%20Policy%20--%2001.23.2024.pdf?ver=1761843835400
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/99145047-b284-40fd-89bf-b44e6c93590d/downloads/RILDS%20Request%20%26%20Release%20Policies%20--%2003.26.2024.pdf?ver=1761843835401
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/99145047-b284-40fd-89bf-b44e6c93590d/downloads/08664550-8c7d-424e-a16a-5ffbbed3478d/RILDS%20Data%20Quality%20%26%20Metadata%20Policies%20--%2005.2.pdf?ver=1761843835401
https://climatechange.ri.gov/ri-climate-dashboard


Dan Oliver, Director of Research
Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC)

Natasha Rosenblatt, Sr. Data Governance & Ops
Washington Education Research and Data Center (ERDC)

May 22, 2025
SHEEO Community of Practice
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What is ERDC?
• ERDC was created in OFM by legislation (RCW 43.41.400) 

in 2007 to:
• Identify the critical research and policy questions and the data to answer 

them;

• Assemble, link, analyze education and workforce data;

• Provide analysis and research focusing on student transitions;

• Make data available to the education agencies and institutions; and,

• Provide analysis and data that ensure the interests of the education and 
fiscal committees of the legislature are served.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.41.400
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Public 
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Apprenticeships
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Early 
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Supporting 
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(LEAP, 
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Researchers
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Unlinked Source Data
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Based Orgs 
(CBOs)

Other 
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State agencies that contribute data to the 
ERDC P20W meet quarterly to: 
1) Receive updates on P20W data requests 

and uses
2) Share legislative priorities and updates
3) Discuss best practices in data collection, 

management, governance and use

ERDC Governance Structure 
(External)

Data Contributors 
Meeting 

EPP Governance 
Comm.

PSD Governance 
Comm.

PCHEES Governance 
Comm.

P20W Research Group

Dual Credit Work 
Group

Early Learning 
Workgroup

Engagement in Partner 
Groups

EPP Tech 
Users

PSD Tech Users

PCHEES Tech Users

Data Contributors’ Engagement in Governance



Request 
Submitted

Internal Review

Iterate with 
Requester

Data Contrib.

Authorization*

WSIRB
(If applicable)

DSA

Request 
Fulfillment

Data Contrib. 
Notification*

Pre-publication 
Review

FERPA, State, ERDC & DSA 
Guidelines?
Single/Multi-sector?
Data availability?

e.g., Timing/ Research 
Reqs, WSIRB, Data 
Minimization,  Detailed 

Data Review, DC 
Discussions, Request 
Modification.

* Depending on Data Contributor 
DSA, requests require data 
contributor pre-authorization or 

notification

Data Governance Process:
ERDC Data Requests

Confer with Data 
Contributors
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ERDC Data Products & Resources

https://erdc.wa.gov/data-dashboards 

https://erdc.wa.gov/data-dashboards
https://erdc.wa.gov/data-dashboards
https://erdc.wa.gov/data-dashboards
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https://erdc.wa.gov/p
ublications-and-
reports/high-school-
graduate-outcomes 

https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/high-school-graduate-outcomes
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https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-
and-reports/statewide-public-four-
year-dashboard 

https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
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https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/statewide-public-four-year-dashboard
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https://erdc.wa.gov/publi
cations-and-reports/dual-
credit-dashboard 

https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
https://erdc.wa.gov/publications-and-reports/dual-credit-dashboard
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Where are 
we headed?

More bite-sized information

Accessible products 

Data Framework: user-
friendly data model



WSAC Research – Key Missions

Washington Student Achievement Council

• Educating the public on the benefits of postsecondary education, 

and the consequent need for increased financial support and civic 

commitment in the state.

• Facilitating educational attainment analysis and research leading to 

increased educational attainment and education system 

development.

• Link the work of educational programs, schools, and institutions from 

secondary through postsecondary education and training and 

through careers.



If we build an affordable and 

supportive educational 

environment, more 

Washingtonians will enroll in 

programs and complete 

credentials.

Washington Student Achievement Council

WSAC’s Strategic Framework – Centered Around Equity
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https://wsac.wa.gov/policy-research
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